
OYAA Soccer Program 
Town Hall Meeting 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BZycAVMMKQk&feature=related
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JOWX-hn0o8c


What will we cover? 
 

 Introductions 

 OYAA Soccer History – where have we been? 

 A popular sport – where are we now? 

 Looking Forward – Enriching OYAA soccer programs 

 Questions 

 



Introductions 
 

 Mike Lentz:  Director of Soccer, Boys D.O.C. 

 Brandon Koons:  Girl’s Director of Coaching 

 Erik Ekis:  Youth Academy Director 

 Jay Martin:  Technical Advisor 

 



OYAA Soccer History 
 

 OYAA established in 1985; soccer one of original sports 

 Classics FC - mid 1990’s 

 Classics Premier – 2003; OYAA Director of Soccer 

 Classics Competitive – evolved between 2002 - present 

 Classics Eagles created in 2009 

 



A Popular Sport !! 
 

Spring 2011 OYAA Soccer Programs 

 
 TOTALS:    3,957 players; 640 coaches; approx. 3,500 families; 115+ referees;  

 

 Recreational Soccer:  200+ teams; 2,800+ players; 500+ volunteer coaches; u5 to u14 age groups 

 

 Classic Premier – 30 teams; 331 players; 40+ professional coaches; U8-U12; U17 & U18 boys/girls 

 

 Classics Competitive – 39 teams; 420 players; 70+ volunteer coaches; U8 to U12 boys and girls 

 

 Classics Eagles – 19 teams; 307 players; 15 professional coaches; U13 to U16 boys and girls 

 

 Field Resources: 30+ game fields at 8 different locations 

 

 Administrative Support:  4 individuals (1 full-time; 2 part-time; 1 volunteer) 



Vision for the Future 

 

 

 

To inspire our soccer community to value and believe in a 

process that creates a positive learning environment which 

develops technically smart, creative, confident, hardworking, 

respectful, and tactically sound players who will enjoy the 

game of soccer for a lifetime. 

 



Vision for the Future 

 

 

 

 Build an organization dedicated to promoting the growth of soccer in the 

Olentangy community. 

 Provide a safe, fun and progressive learning environment for players ages 4 to 19. 

 Develop technically smart players who will grow to love, respect and enjoy the game 

of soccer for a lifetime. 

 Promote, guide and nurture players’ dreams to compete at the highest levels based 

on individual skill, athletic ability and knowledge of the game. 

 Educate players, parents and coaches about age appropriate developmental paths 

for and the needs of youth players. 

 Support multiple levels of programming that meet player needs at all skill and 

commitment levels. 

 Establish partnerships with community organizations and businesses to build a 

soccer specific complex 



Premier Soccer Program 

 

 

 

 Coaching Staff 

 5 Former Professional players 

 8 current Men’s and Women’s College Coaches 

 16 current or former HS head and assistant coaches 

 Coaches licensed by US Soccer Federation & NCSAA 

 40 staff coaches with College Playing experience 

 ALL routinely pursue Continuing Education Opportunities  

 



Looking Forward – Enriching OYAA Soccer Programs 

Introduce our community to a new developmental approach that we believe will 
ensure our Vision becomes a reality. 



What Inspired Us? 

 

 

 

 

 Mentors and coaches 

 Volunteers 

 The Talent Code 

 

 Fatherhood / Motherhood 

 Playing Experiences 

 Pelada  

 

http://www.pelada-movie.com/trailers/index.html
http://thetalentcode.com/video-2/


Repetition is Key to Learning 
    -- John Wooden  

Michael Jordan - Failure 



Recreational Soccer   2011-2012 

 

 

 

 Age Groups:  u5 to u12; u13 - u14 (MSSA) 

 League play:  Game format changes planned 

 Volunteer Coaches 

 Coaching Education Clinics – Fall, Winter, Spring 

 Free Skill Clinics with Professional Coaching Staff 

 New Programs in Fall 2011 

 Winter rec soccer league 

 Classics Juniors Program (U5 to U7) 

 



Classics Youth Academy 

 

 

 

 Transitional Phase for players, parents and coaches 

 Cost, expectations, travel, parent education 

 Age Groups: u8, u9, u10 

 Premier & Competitive options; tiered pricing 

 Consistent and structured training with Professional A.G.C. 

 League Play & Tournaments included 

 5-10 weeks of winter indoor training at SuperKick 

 Team entry, individual player registrations, tryouts 

 



Classics Competitive Program 

 

 

 

 Intermediate Level 

 Parent Coached 

         Classics FC YA (u9 & u10);  Classics u11 to u13 

 Ohio Champions League and end-of-season tournament 

 5 weeks of winter indoor training at SuperKick 

 Additional training and events throughout the year 

 



Premier Soccer Program 

 

 

 

 Highest level of training and competition available 

         Classics FC – u9 to u12 

         Classics Eagles – u13 to u19 

 Professional Coaching at all events (training & games) 

 3 Tournaments per season  

 10 weeks of winter indoor training at SuperKick 

 Additional training and events throughout the year 

 



Building a Solid Future 

Classics FC  Competitive 

u9 and u10 

Classics FC  Premier 

u9 and u10 

Classics FC  Youth Academy 

u8 

Classics FC  Premier 

u11 and u12 

Classics Eagles 

u13 to u18 
Classics FC  Competitive 

u11, u12, u13 

Classics FC  Youth Academy 

u8 



Planning is in motion…. 

 Advisory Board 

 Committees (land dev. Fundraising/Sponsorship, Events) 

 All programs 

 Support initiatives, increase volunteerism, family involvement 

 

 Rec Soccer Commissioner; age group coordinators 

 

 New Programs in Partnership with SuperKick 
 Winter rec soccer league 

 Classics Juniors Program  


